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PRESS RELEASE 

Please allow us to introduce ourselves. St. Paul Affordable Community Housing (SPACH) is a local society made up entirely of 

local volunteers. Our goal is to facilitate home ownership for deserving recipients in our community. It has been almost twenty 

years since our first successful home build in St Paul. The society got it’s beginning in 2003 when Dick Wirges, a Realtor in St. 

Paul became aware of a grant available through the Alberta Real Estate Foundation to provide affordable housing in the prov-

ince. The group continued to exist because Servus Credit Union in St Paul sold a parcel of land they owned to the Town of St Paul 

with a condition that several lots be made available for affordable housing. Over the years SPACH and other local groups have 

expressed interest in accessing these lots. With the national publicity over the past year around lack of affordable housing, the 

time was right. SPACH proposal to the Town last fall received Council approval. Today with your support we are poised to pro-

vide two more modest new homes for two more very deserving low-income local families.  

Construction material costs, labour costs and interest rates have all skyrocketed making the dream of homeownership for young 

families virtually unattainable. With your help, our goal is to make the dream a reality for at least a few low-income families and 

increase availability of affordable housing in our community as a whole. 

We have the support of Town Council who have agreed to provide two vacant serviced lots in St Paul at no cost. We have the 

support of local builders, 72 Developments and the team of Germain Bros. and Barrett Built who have pledged their general ser-

vices Pro Bono. You would think government grants would be available to assist with reducing costs, however we have not 

found this to be the case. The government focus is geared to facilitating multi-family rental home spaces, not home ownership. 

We are actively looking for support from our business community, community leaders, local clubs and private Grant opportuni-

ties to assist with the building costs. Fundraising events are also in the planning stages. We have the support of 97.7 FM Real 

Country Radio who is currently airing 6 months of free promotion for our Society’s project. We have the ability to recognize ma-

jor contributors, in the radio promotion. 

Our goal is ambitious. We still need to raise $70,000 per house to achieve our goal of making home ownership realizable. 100% 

of all money raised will go towards reducing the cost of the homes. All administrative services are provided by our local volun-

teers. Recipients that are chosen will need to show financial means to maintain the mortgage. They must contribute a minimum 

of 500 hours volunteer community service prior to possession and full title transfer will occur only after they have proven the 

ability to maintain the property and keep the mortgage current for 10 years. At that time the home recipient will become enti-

tled to 100% of the equity in the home. If they are unable to keep the mortgage in good standing or are ready to move up before 

the 10 years, the recipient will receive the equity they have directly contributed and SPACH will refurbish the house and make it 

available to a new low-income recipient. It is our intention to continue adding more affordable units in the community as we 

achieve our fundraising goals. We already have a pledge from the Town of St Paul for two additional lots and a commitment 

from 72 Developments to continue to support future builds. We have recently applied to the CRA for Registered Charity Status. 

In the meantime, the Town of St Paul will receive cash donations on behalf of SPACH for donors who need a receipt for tax pur-

poses. 

If you are interested in joining our volunteer group, know a family unit that should be considered as a possible recipient or can 
see the merit in providing a hand up not a hand out with a cash donation we want to hear from you! To volunteer or donate, 
send your email or e-transfer to spachsociety@gmail.com  
 
We would like to extend an open invitation to interested community minded volunteers to join our board. Our next board 

meeting will be March 6th and our AGM will be April 10th. Both meetings will start at 7 PM in the St Paul Museum meeting room. 

mailto:spachsociety@gmail.com
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Virtual option available. 
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Come with your questions and we will do their best to answer them. 

If we think it requires more time we will help you book a 

one-on-one call. No Charge. 

THURSDAYS 

ONLINE 
12:00 - 2:00 PM 

To register visit: 

cyberseniors.org/webinars/ 

Cyber-Seniors provides FREE 
technology support and training for older adults. 

Tech Drop-In 
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SAVE THE  DATE 
Demeria Memorial Group 

& the Rural Mental Health will be hosting  

 

 
Applied Suicide Intervention 

Skills Training 
(ASIST) 

 
This is a two day course that teaches participants to recognize 
when someone may have thoughts of suicide and work with 

them to create a plan that will support their immediate safety.  

 

April 20 & 21, 2024 

Mallaig Alberta 

Limited Registration 

Fee TBD 

 

More information to follow. 

Please email demeria.memorial@gmail.com 
or phone 780-645-5263 or text 780-210-9355 
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